Revisiting the notion of hierarchy.
The traditional definition of hierarchy in terms of power has rendered the image of the hierarchical therapist a fit subject for constructionist critiques. This essay uses an alternative definition of hierarchy, cast in temporal and developmental terms, as the basis for a revised understanding of the role of hierarchy in the therapeutic process. It is argued that when therapy is constructed as a "framing-developing hierarchy," rather than as a "power hierarchy," then constructionist aspirations to create a therapy that is nonjudgmental, nonpathologizing, and noncontrolling are realized.